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WARNING LETTER 

Dear Mr. Gorzeman: 

An investigation at your dairy located at 2326 East 1850 South, Gooding, Idaho, by our 
investigator on August 13, 2002, and August 19,2002, confirmed that you offered an animal 
for sale for slaughter as food in violation of Section 402(a)(2)(C)(ii), and 402(a)(4) of the 
Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act (the Act). 

On or about March 19,2002, you sold a downer cow with back tag #87 identified on USDA 
Case #02-0534-ID, Form #439527, for slaughter as human food to 1-m 

. USDA analysis of tissue samples collected 
from that animal identified the presence of penicillin in the kidney at 0.21 parts per million 
(ppm). On or about June 21,2002, you sold a downer cow with back tag #1982 identified on 
USDA Case #02-0534-Q Form #439546, for slaughter as human food also to B 

0 USDA analysis of tissue samples collected from that animal identified the 
presence of penicillin in the kidney at 0.14 ppm and in the liver at 0.23 ppm. A tolerance of 
0.05 ppm has been established for residues of penicillin in edible tissues of cattle (Title 21 
Code of Federal Regulations 556.5 10). The excess residue of this drug in edible tissue from 
these animals causes the food to be adulterated within the meaning of Section 402(a)(2)(C)(ii) 
of the Act. 

Our investigation also found that you hold animals under conditions that could allow medicated 
animals, bearing potentially harmful drug residues, to enter the food supply. For example, you 
lack an adequate system for assuring that animals to which you administer medication have 
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b e e n  w i thhe ld  f rom s laugh te r  fo r  appropr ia te  pe r iods  o f tim e  to  d e p l e te  p o te n tia l ly  h a z a r d o u s  
res idues  o f d rugs  f rom ed ib le  t issues; y o u  h a v e  n o  an ima l  m e d i c a tio n  records  th a t w o u l d  
i d e n tify wh i ch  an ima l  h a d  b e e n  m e d i c a te d , w h a t d a te  th e  t reatment  w a s  admin is te red ,  w h a t 
type a n d  d o s a g e  o f m e d i c a tio n  h a d  b e e n  u s e d , a n d  w h a t th e  w i thdrawa l  tim e s  shou ld  b e ; a n d  
y o u  lack a n  a d e q u a te  sys tem fo r  assur ing  th a t d rugs  a re  u s e d  in  a  m a n n e r  n o t c o n trary to  th e  
d i rec t ions c o n ta i n e d  in  the i r  labe l ing .  F o o d  f rom an ima ls  h e l d  u n d e r  such  cond i t ions  is 
a d u l te ra ted  wi th in  th e  m e a n i n g  o f S e c tio n  402(a ) (4 )  o f th e  A c t. 

T h e  a b o v e  is n o t i n tended  to  b e  a n  a l l - inc lus ive list o f v io lat ions.  A s  a  p roduce r  o f an ima ls  
o ffe r e d  fo r  u s e  as  fo o d , y o u  a re  respons ib le  fo r  assur ing  th a t you r  overa l l  o p e r a tio n s  a n d  th e  
fo o d s  y o u  d is t r ibute a re  in  comp l i ance  wi th th e  law.  

Y o u  shou ld  ta k e  p r o m p t ac t ion  to  correct  th e  a b o v e  v io la t ions a n d  to  es tab l ish  p rocedu res  
w h e r e b y  such  v io la t ions d o  n o t recur .  Fa i lu re  to  d o  so  m a y  resul t  in  regu la to ry  ac t ion  wi thout  
fu r ther  n o t ice such  as  se izure  a n d /o r  in junct ion.  

It is n o t necessary  fo r  y o u  to  pe rsona l l y  sh ip  a n  a d u l te ra ted  an ima l  in  interstate c o m m e r c e  to  b e  
respons ib le  fo r  a  v io la t ion o f th e  Fede ra l  F o o d , D r u g , a n d  C o s m e tic A c t. T h e  fact  th a t y o u  
c a u s e d  th e  a d u l te ra t ion  o f a n  an ima l  th a t w a s  so ld  a n d  s u b s e q u e n tly o ffe r e d  fo r  sa le  to  a  
s l augh te rhouse  th a t sh ips  in  interstate c o m m e r c e  is suff ic ient to  h o l d  y o u  respons ib le  fo r  a  
v io la t ion o f th e  A c t. 

Y o u  shou ld  n o tify th is  o ff ice in  wri t ing, wi th in  fifte e n  (15)  work ing  days  o f th e  rece ip t  o f th is  
letter, o f th e  speci f ic  s teps y o u  h a v e  ta k e n  to  b r ing  you r  firm  in to comp l i ance  wi th th e  law.  If 
correct ive ac t ion  c a n n o t b e  c o m p l e te d  wi th in  1 5  work ing  days,  state th e  r e a s o n  fo r  th e  de lay  
a n d  th e  tim e  f rame wi th in  wh ich  th e  cor rect ions wi l l  b e  c o m p l e te d . P lease  inc lude  cop ies  o f 
a n y  ava i lab le  d o c u m e n ta tio n  d e m o n s trat ing th a t cor rect ions h a v e  b e e n  m a d e . 

P Ie a s e  s e n d  your  rep ly  to  th e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m inistrat ion, A tte n tio n : L i sa  M . E l rand,  
C o m p l i a n c e  O fficer, 2 2 2 0  1  2 3 r d  Dr ive  S E , B o thel l ,  W a s h i n g to n  9 8 0 2  1 - 4 4 2 1 . If y o u  h a v e  
q u e s tio n s  rega rd ing  a n y  i ssue  in  th is  letter, p l ease  c o n tact  L i sa  M . E l rand,  C o m p l i a n c e  O fficer 
a t (425 )  4 8 3 - 4 9 1 3 . 

Char les  M . B r e e n  
District Di rector  


